OIL RIG

Dear Sir

You very charitably printed the letter Oil Rig in the September/
October issue of Professional Skipper. 1 note the writer had his
name and address withheld. Had I written something of that
quality, I would have asked for the same concession.

Readers can bowl out most of his (or her) errors from reading
the newspapers and watching television. The biggest one is that
the high pressure oil “burst all of their safety valves”.

As reported, even before the successful sealing of the leaking
well (contrary to Nameless’ statement “No human can.”), the
blowout preventer failed to do its job, as various functions had
been switched off because senior management was tired of being
disturbed by false alarms.

I visited the Gulf Coast while the clean up and the sealing
operations were going on. | had intended to interview people
and write about the disaster, but I did not have the heart. It would
have been like a reporter asking a bereaved mother, “Tell us, Mrs
Smith, how did you feel as you saw your child being run over
by a bus?”

Some memories are vivid — one bold family sitting on a
clean piece of beach empty for a mile in each direction, holiday
condos with empty carparks, jetties for visitors’ boats absolutely
deserted and a group of beach vendors, their chilly bins under
beach umbrellas, with no customers in sight. Worst of all were
the fleets of shrimp trawlers rafted up alongside wharves.

BP was running magnificent and heartwarming advertisements
on television — propaganda pieces showing how well they were
doing in the clean up and in compensating people. The theory
was great, but the practice was something else.

The news media had many stories of self-employed people,
from fishermen to restaurateurs to laundry owners, with on-going
expenses but no money coming in, trying to claim from
BP’s much-vaunted compensation system and getting ignored,
rebuffed or run around.

On a lighter side, we were heartbroken when we saw flocks of
pelicans, all brown, we thought, from oil staining. Then we found
out they were brown pelicans and that it was their natural colour.

R Lea Clough, Chatham Islands

Lea, as usual your words carry a very good message, even if they
are tagged with a sharp barb. Likewise, as is our style, we like

to ensure freedom of speech and in doing so at times we respect
an author s request for anonymity if the words are of value and
of interest to readers. Ed...

COUNCIL'S ROLE

Dear Sir

In the September/October issue, Warren Clark opined in the
letters page that “SEAFIC has control of the Ministry of
Fisheries...”

If only this were true my job would be a lot easier and the
industry’s legal battles would never have occurred.

The role of the New Zealand Seafood Industry Council is to
represent the interests of the seafood industry. MFish is one of
many stakeholders we work with in this regard.

Peter Bodeker, chief executive
New Zealand Seafood Industry Council

FULSOME PRAISE

Dear Sir

On behalf of the Maritime and Seafood Educators Association
Aotearoa I write to express our sincere thanks for your wide-
ranging and thought-provoking presentation to our annual
conference.

Delegates attending the conference were fulsome in their
praise of the quality of the presentations, even if they were a
little thoughtful about the immediate outlook for the seafood and
maritime industries and the pending changes in the tertiary sector
and the regulatory regime!

It will be interesting to see just what has evolved in 12 months.

It would also be good for you to attend next year’s conference in
your capacity as editor of Professional Skipper. Incidentally, did I
read in the latest issue that you have had a wee health scare recently?
Do take care. Our industry needs advocates like yourself.

John Hannah (for the MSEAA)

WHO SHOULD PAY?

Dear Sir
Keep it simple. I and my fellow skippers and owners attended
the recent rules review held in Lyttelton and were impressed at
the openness of Maritime New Zealand, as all questions were
answered except the cost.

One safe ship management inspector at the meeting was P
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acting like a drowning man trying to justify his own existence
as to why they can charge such a high hourly rate. Then, to the
horror of all in attendance, he stated that if he had his way he
would put a chainsaw through all the old wooden boats.

One of the fishermen said, “What about the old steam tug
Lyttelton?” and his reply was, “I will use a gas torch.” He was
heckled at by all.

A week or so later I get a letter including a self-audit form
from an SSM company to fill out and I did, then photocopied it
and put in my manual and sent the copy to Maritime NZ.

Since then, each month I get the bill for the work I did doing
the self-audit, plus a telephone call. “Why have you not paid the
$393.75. It’s now overdue.”

My reply is, “I did the work. You pay me.”

So, fellow readers, yes we do need a shakeup with the SSM
companies who use us as a cash cow. We need to take charge of our
own safety. A rolling stone gathers no MOSS. Watch this space.

Michael Rossouw, Jack Tar Sailing Co, Lyttelton

UNIFIED STRUCTURES

Dear Sir

I never cease to be amazed at the depth and strength of the
information found in Professional Skipper magazine. Just how
you do this issue after issue is a credit to the publishers.

I note the discussion regarding changes to your safety
management system, something that is happening over here in
Queensland.

I have to say it looks like your outfit is streets ahead of ours in
this regard. Hopefully our Australian Maritime Safety Authority
will note what the Kiwis are doing and try and bring some
unified structure to the Australian states and New Zealand.

Professional Skipper makes fantastic reading and is well
worth the subscription cost.

Craig Hansen, Sunshine Coast

NO ACCOUNTABILITY (ABRIDGED)

Dear Sir

I am writing this in sympathy after reading Dave’s letter in
Professional Skipper. Having been through a similar grinder I
thought he might like some support.

After three stressing days in court spread over 18 months with
Maritime New Zealand trying to prosecute me on four false
charges, I used the Official Information Act to find out what it
had all cost.

Maritime NZ paid out $52,000 seeking a $5000 fine, only
for the judge to dismiss their charges with a mention of their
spurious nature!

They then could not write up the very significant but
defamatory incident report in the annual record because they
would have been sitting ducks for a defamation suit.

Once again, neither the judge’s remarks nor the fact that
the very badly deficient and foundering ship involved had
just passed its survey by an immigrant surveyor who had
never been to sea, had no sea time or maritime seagoing or
engineering qualifications would be allowed to go on the
record.

A Bachelor of Science and engineering was enough to become
a ship surveyor. It cost me $5500 and way more in stress and
loss of enjoyment of life to defend it and I didn’t even get an
apology. I wrote a detailed complaint and requested a formal
interview.

They agreed, so I spent another $900 driving the 1800km round
trip from Whangarei to attend, only to have the investigator not
show up, then not be put under oath or recorded and them
not going to sign confidentiality forms, calling it unnecessary
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and then treating me like another leper to sweep under the
carpet... What?

They then froze me out of getting anywhere with compliance
and licensing. So I now have a long paper trail of letters
and emails all the way to the minister, politely requesting
acknowledgement and information on the whereabouts of my
vanished paperwork!

I have just spent 10 years fighting them for an Overseas
Master exam permit I had first complied with in 1999, only for
them to delay enough for something else to expire so they could
send back my application “not in order”.

It was only because I finally bullied (them) with the threat of
an outside agency that I got to sit the exam. Ten years late and my
first skipper’s ticket was three years late, which cancelled out any
catch history for quota. They have cost me millions...

The introduction of MOSS will be an utter disaster stuck in
treacle. I am going to completely ignore MOSS with a vote of no
confidence. If I choose to have a private day out on my boat, I’'m
not going to be asking!

Before any changes are made to SSM, Maritime NZ needs to
be taken over by a highly qualified and experienced master
mariner and get involved in real consultation and proper liaison
with the industry.

Conrad Gray, Whangarei

PROPOSED QOL FRAMEWORK AND STCW

Dear Sir

In response to recent questions over how the current
Qualifications and Operational Limits (QOL) review will
impact on the application of the International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watch keeping for Seafarers (STCW), I make
the following points:

The STCW Convention does not apply to fishing vessels and
pleasure craft, or to seafarers on ships which operate exclusively
within sheltered waters or those waters closely adjacent to
sheltered waters. This will not change under the proposed QOL
framework.

Additionally, the convention does not define “sheltered
waters” or “waters closely adjacent to sheltered waters”. This
means New Zealand has the ability to determine the boundaries
of these waters (ie, those within 12 miles) as appropriate, which
is a key part of the review process.

For coastal area qualifications that go beyond restricted
or sheltered limits (ie from 12-50 miles), Maritime NZ is
proposing that these meet STCW requirements. However, there
is flexibility within the convention so that skippers of coastal
ships won’t for example be expected to meet the same standards
as masters of foreign-going vessels.

This proposed change will have the advantage of increasing
the portability of qualifications for those seafarers wishing to
work overseas, and will require only a minor amendment to
current requirements for coastal qualifications.

For those operators working within the New Zealand coastal
area, MNZ will adopt a commonsense approach when making
the transition to the new structure. This will reflect the current
skills and experience of these seafarers.

As it is not yet known what final shape the proposed QOL
framework may take, speculation by some commentators regarding
the transition requirements is both premature and unhelpful.

In the meantime, Maritime NZ welcomes constructive
feedback on the QOL review and is committed to developing
a framework that will be robust, sensible and workable for
all seafarers. s

Catherine Taylor, Director, Maritime New Zealand 43+




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[Smallest File Size]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions false
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines true
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 144
        /LineArtTextResolution 288
        /PresetName ([Low Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /LowResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 0.750000
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


